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#PUSHBACKS #RIGHTSATBORDERS #AEGEANSEA

The Aegean Grassroots Report provides an overview of the humanitarian crisis in the Aegean from the perspective of NGOs and refugees.

The data in this report is based on qualitative input provided by 21 grassroots organisations working with displaced peoples on the Aegean

islands. Europe Must Act, on behalf of the grassroots organisations who contributed to this report, urges European leaders and governments

to immediately evacuate the Aegean camps and exchange deterrence strategies for a more humane approach which puts the human rights

of refugees and asylum-seekers at its core . (Report EuropeMustAct 31.08.2020)
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#RIGHTSATBORDERS #MEDSEA

The European Commission’s spokesman on migration urged frontline member states, Malta and Italy in particular, to facilitate the

disembarkation of those that have been rescued at sea in recent weeks. The oil-tanker Maersk Etienne that rescued a group of 27 people on

August 5 is stranded at sea off the coast of Malta since then and supplies are rapidly running out for all those on board. The Commission’s

spokesperson appealed for all member states to cooperate with coastal states. (Article Times of Malta 31.08.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #ITALY

In 2009, 89 displaced individuals were rescued in the Mediterranean Sea by the Italian Navy before being sent ack to Libya. In a landmark

decision of 28 November 2019, the Court of Rome had ruled that their pushback was illegal and ordered they be issued an entrance visa to

allow them to apply for international protection. As a direct consequence of that judgement, five Eritrean nationals arrived in Italy on 30

August. After a period of quarantine, they will be able to apply for international protection. In the coming months, three other people who

are currently being supported by the NGO Assaf are expected to arrive. (Article InfoMigrants 01.09.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #GREECE

#Pushbacks #Greece - Greek Shipping Minister Yiannis Plakiotakis -- whose ministry is in charge of the coast guard -- said on 2 September

that Greece this year stopped more than 10,000 migrants trying to cross to the country by boat. The remarks, together with previous reports

on Greek security forces pushing displaced people back across the border with Turkey, have raised questions on human rights violations,

with Plakiotakis denying any wrongdoing. "Any applied measures must be proportionate and must comply with the respect of fundamental

rights and the ones resulting from EU asylum law, in particular the principle of non-refoulement," reacted Adalbert Jahnz, the European

Commission's spokesman on home affairs and citizenship. Earlier in July, Commissioner Ylva Johansson proposed to set up a new EU

mechanism to verify human rights violations at the bloc's external borders. (Article AA 03.09.2020)

https://fr.europemustact.org/
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/brussels-urges-malta-italy-to-dissembark-stranded-migrants.815379#.X04UunwF3ep.twitter
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26971/five-eritreans-in-italy-after-illegal-pushback
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/eu-urges-greece-to-respect-rights-of-asylum-seekers/1962199

