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#PUSHBACKS #RIGHTSVIOLATIONS #CROATIA

The Centre for Peace Studies has filed a criminal complaint with the State Attorney’s Office of the Republic of Croatia against eight unknown

perpetrators who tortured and humiliated 16 displaced people for five hours. They were subsequently handed over to the police who pushed

them back to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The perpetrators were armed men in unmarked back uniforms and with balaclavas on their heads.

According to the description given by the victims, they may belong to a special unit of the Ministry of the Interior, the so-called “Corridor

operation”. The Centre for Peace Studies once again stressed the importance of promptly conducting an effective and independent

investigation into these crimes and sanctioning the perpetrators. (Press release Centre for Peace Studies, July 2020)
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#PUSHBACKS #RIGHTSVIOLATIONS #LIBYA

Three Sudanese nationals died in a shooting at Al Khums disembarkation point in Libya following the interception at sea of 70 displaced

persons by the Libya Coast Guard and their return to shore. Two of them died right at the shore when the shooting occurred while a third

person died on the way to the hospital. The survivors were moved to detention. Both IOM and UNHCR as well as rights groups have

repeatedly called for ending the practice of returning migrants to Libya which is not a safe port of disembarkation. An alternative scheme

whereby people rescued or intercepted at sea are brought to safe ports must be established urgently according to the IOM, while UNHCR

urges investigation. (Article Info Migrants / Press release IOM / Press release UNHCR 28.07.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #MEDSEA 

The Association for Juridical Studies on Migration (ASGI) and the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) filed a complaint against

Italy, Malta and Libya with the UN Human Rights Committee. The complaint is filed on behalf of two individuals whose right to flee  Libya

was violated by the interception and pull-back carried out by the so-called Libyan Coast Guard under the responsibility of Italian and

Maltese authorities. Jointly, Alarm Phone, Mediterranea – Saving Humans, and Sea-Watch e.V. support this initiative of ASGI and CIHRS. The

three organizations point out that, to this day, there have been several cases of this kind and therefore legal consequences must follow

immediately. (Press release Sea Watch 28.07.2020)

#PROTECTIONATSEA

A practical guide to support efforts to strengthen operational capacity of States to fulfilling their international obligations in protecting

migrants at sea has been developed by the Regional Support Office of the Bali Process, in cooperation with IOM.  The guidance covers the

different aspects of protection at sea: interception/interdiction, search and rescue, disembarkation and cooperation. It recalls the applicable

jurisdiction and maritime zones as well as other international obligations of states, such as the obligation to disembark people rescued at

sea in a place of safety, i.e a place where the persons rescued will not be exposed to inhumane and degrading treatment and where the

basic human rights standards are met. (Practical Guidance RSO – IOM, July 2020)

#RIGHTSATBORDERS #FRANCEITALYBORDER

During a visit to Italy, the new French Minister of Interior, Gerald Darmanin, announced that France and Italy will create a joint border unit

to fight against smugglers. This unit will gather Italian and French officers under a single command and should be operational within two to

three months. In view of the new Pact on Asylum and Migration, France and Italy want the “Malta Agreement” to be included in EU law and

to be applicable by all Member States. This agreement had been put forward by France, Germany, Italy and Malta in September 2019 and

provided for a temporary mechanism to relocate displaced people rescued at sea and distribute them between voluntary Member States.

This initiative had been supported by Ireland, Luxembourg and Portugal before being suspended due to Covid-19. (Article Le Monde

01.08.2020)

https://www.cms.hr/en/azil-i-integracijske-politike/cms-podnio-kaznenu-prijavu-koja-je-poveznica-policije-i-naoruzanih-nasilnika-u-crnom
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26286/3-migrants-killed-in-libya-after-being-intercepted-in-the-mediterranean-and-returned
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-deplores-killing-two-migrants-returned-sea-libya
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/7/5f2021f24/unhcr-urges-investigation-following-deadly-incident-libya-disembarkation.html
https://sea-watch.org/en/lawsuit-brought-before-the-un-human-rights-committee-against-italy-malta-and-libya/
https://www.baliprocess.net/UserFiles/baliprocess/File/Protecting%20Migrants%20at%20Sea_6Aug2020%20--.pdf
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2020/08/01/immigration-darmanin-annonce-la-creation-par-la-france-et-l-italie-d-une-brigade-mixte-contre-les-passeurs-a-la-frontiere_6047866_3210.html


#PUSHBACKS #ITALY

Italy is informally returning displaced people to Slovenia, on the basis of a bilateral readmission agreement of 1996 that was never ratified

in the Parliament. These returns trigger a chain of transfer that leads migrants out of the European Union by passing them through Croatia,

where they suffer brutalities from the police, on to Bosnia and Herzegovina. These rejections are carried out without formalities and cannot

be challenged by the individuals rejected who are not given the possibility to apply for asylum. ASGI, the Italian Association for Legal

Studies on Immigration, said these acts amounted to illegal rejection, to which lawyers in Slovenia agreed. (Article Euronews 04.08.2020)

#SEARCHANDRESCUE #MEDSEA

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is to join Sea-Watch on board the Sea-Watch 4, a new ship bound for lifesaving operations in the Central

Mediterranean Sea. The boat will depart in a few days from the seaport of Burriana, near Valencia, in Spain, where volunteers are finalising

preparations. The mission, managed by United4Rescue – an initiative led by the Protestant church in Germany (EKD) and backed by more

than 500 other organisations – is the result of a crowdfunding campaign launched a few months ago named #WirSchickenEinSchiff (“We

send a ship”). MSF is responsible for delivering emergency medical care, which includes running the ship’s clinic, while Sea-Watch runs the

ship and the rescue operations. (Article The Guardian and Press release MSF and Sea-Watch 06.08.2020)

https://www.euronews.com/2020/08/04/legal-arguments-ensue-as-migrants-found-in-italy-vanish-and-found-hours-later-outside-the
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/06/german-protestant-church-to-send-migrant-rescue-boat-to-mediterranean
https://www.msf.org/msf-returns-mediterranean-search-and-rescue-operations-sea-watch

