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#PUSHBACKS #AEGEANSEA

In July, 13 boats arrived on the Greek Aegean islands, carrying 364 people. 49 boats with 1,623 people were picked up by the Turkish Coast

Guard. Many of these had been pushed back into Turkish waters by the Greek Coast Guard. (July statistics Aegean Boat report 08.08.2020)
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#RIGHTSVIOLATIONS #LIBYA #EUACCOUNTABILITY

More than 6,500 asylum seekers and migrants have been intercepted at sea and returned to Libya by the Libyan Coast Guard so far this year.

Since the EU and Italy began training, funding, equipping, and providing operational assistance to the Libyan Coast Guard in 2017, that

number stands at around 40,000 people. Critics say European support for these interceptions and returns is one of the most glaring

examples of the trade-off being made between upholding human rights – a fundamental EU value – and the EU’s determination to reduce

migration to the continent.[..] Yet despite their key role in empowering the Coast Guard to return people to Libya, international human rights

lawyers have struggled to hold the EU and Italy to account. Boxed in by the limitations of international law, lawyers have had to find

increasingly innovative legal strategies to try to establish European complicity in the abuses taking place. As the EU looks to expand its

cooperation with third countries, the outcome of these legal efforts could have broader implications on whether the EU and its member

states can be held accountable for the human rights impacts of their external migration policies. […] (Article the New Humanitarian

10.08.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #AEGEANSEA

German security forces working on boats or aircraft in the Aegean region as part of the EU’s external borders agency Frontex have filed

reports saying that they had repeatedly observed migrant boats in the Mediterranean being pushed back into Turkish waters. (Article

InfoMigrants 11.08.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #AEGEANSEA

the German organization Mare Liberum e.V has informed the German authorities that it will resume its monitoring mission in the Aegean Sea

next week. The organisation considers the recent change of law in the Regulation on Ship Safety by Minister Scheuer to be ineffective and

assumes that it does not need further safety certificates. (Tweet Mare Liberum e.V 12.08.2020)

https://twitter.com/ABoatReport/status/1291978742680686592?s=20
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2020/08/10/Libya-migrant-abuses-EU-legal-battle
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26573/german-soldiers-report-pushbacks-in-aegean-waters?ref=tw
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