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#PUSHBACKS #AEGEANSEA

While collective expulsions from Greece to Turkey are not new, the Legal Centre Lesvos report that in recent months Greek authorities have

been using rescue equipment – namely inflatable, motorless life rafts – in a new type of dystopic expulsion. Migrants are violently

transferred from Greek islands, or from the dinghy upon which they are travelling, to such rafts, which are then left adrift in open water. In a

new report they released mid-July, the Legal Centre Lesvos, has collated the testimonies of 30 survivors of these collective expulsions

(Report, Legal Centre Lesvos and related article by InfoMigrants 13.07.2020)
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#PUSHBACKS #VENTIMIGLIA

The association Caritas Intermelia in Ventimiglia is reporting that about 100 migrants are being pushed back every day by French authorities

to the Italian border (Article InfoMigrants 16.07.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #BALKANS

The Border Violence Monitoring Network published 20 cases of illegal pushbacks during June, documenting the experience of 351 people

whose rights were violated at the European Union’s external border. Volunteers in the field recorded a variety of cruel and abusive acts by

officers, representing at least ten different national authorities. Their report summarises the data and narrative testimony shared by people-

on-the-move. (Report BVMN 17.07.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #GREECE

Human Rights Watch has conducted research and collated interviews from victims and witnesses that show that Greek law enforcement

officers have summarily returned asylum seekers and migrants at the land and sea borders with Turkey during the Covid-19 lockdown. In

some cases, they used violence against asylum seekers, including some who were deep inside Greek territory, and often confiscated and

destroyed the migrants’ belongings. It formulates a number of recommendations including to the European Commission, which provides

financial support to the Greek government for migration control. The Commission “should urge Greece to end all summary returns and

collective expulsions of asylum seekers to Turkey, press the authorities to investigate allegations of violence, and ensure that none of its

funding contributes to violations of fundamental rights and EU laws. The European Commission should also open legal proceedings against

Greece for violating EU laws prohibiting collective expulsions.” (Report Human Rights Watch 16.07.2020)

https://legalcentrelesvos.org/2020/07/13/press-release-new-legal-centre-lesvos-report-details-collective-expulsions-in-the-aegean-sea/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26039/legal-ngo-documents-collective-expulsions-by-greek-authorities-in-aegean
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/26062/caritas-ventimiglia-says-france-is-pushing-back-100-migrants-per-day
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/JUNE-REPORT.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/16/greece-investigate-pushbacks-collective-expulsions

