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#COVID19 #PUSHBACKS #MEDSEA

“We are deeply concerned about recent reports of failure to assist and coordinated pushbacks of migrant boats in the central Mediterranean,

which continues to be one of the deadliest migration routes in the world. […] We call for a moratorium on all interceptions and returns to

Libya. In accordance with our recently published guidelines on COVID-19 and migrants we reiterate that States must always comply with

their obligations under international human rights and refugee law. Despite COVID-19, SAR operations should be maintained, and swift

disembarkation ensured in a port of safety, while ensuring compatibility with public health measures. (Press release OHCHR 8.05.2020)

WEEKLY DIGEST
PUSHBACKS AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATI ONS AT

EUROPEAN BORDERS -  15TH MAY 20 20

#GREECE #RELOCATIONS

Portugal Foreign Minister has announced its country will relocate at least 500 unaccompanied minors from Greece camps as soon as

restrictions on movement imposed to contain the spread of the coronavirus outbreak are lifted (Article Reuters 12.05.2020)

#COVID19 #PUSHBACKS #BALKANREGION

The Border Violence Monitoring Network are publishing a feature report on the intersection of the current health crisis and border

management. This new report shares first-hand testimony of people-on-the-move who are experiencing the COVID-19 lockdown in transit.

Its scope looks at the way restrictive measures disproportionately affect vulnerable persons in camps and at borders, and how the

mobilisation of securitised responses to COVID-19 have eroded fundamental rights. (Report Border Violence Monitoring Network

and webinar launch 22nd May 2020 - 7pm CET // See also Article Info Migrants 11.05.2020)

#COVID19 #ACCESSTOASYLUM

The Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) hold a webinar on COVID-19 policies and their impact on freedom of movement within the

Schengen area and the right to seek asylum for people seeking protection in the EU. Speakers were: Commissioner Johansson, MEP Tineke

Strik, FRA Director Michael O’ Flaherty and Marta Hirsch-Ziembinska from the office of the EU Ombudsman. From the FRA perspective three

red lines cannot be crossed, independently of the COVID 19 pandemic: the legal obligation to carry out individuated asylum claims;

unacceptability of pushbacks at borders; treating people at reception facilities with dignity. (Full recording here and Speech by Johansson

12.05.2020)

#PUSHBACKS #RIGHTSVIOLATIONSATBORDERS #GREECETURKEY

MEP Tineke Strik initiated a joint letter supported by 100 MEPs to call on the European Commission to investigate the shootings at the

Greek-Turkish border. The letter highlights that these findings and evidence cannot be ignored by the responsible authorities (Tweet with

the full letter 12.05.2020)

#EUROPEANPARLIAMENT #NEWPACT

In view of the European Commission’s upcoming proposal for a new Pact on Migration and Asylum, the Greens/EFA group in the European

Parliament has just released a new paper titled "Proposal for a fair and efficient asylum system in Europe.” This paper calls for increased

support for the willingness of cities and municipalities to receive refugees and asylum seekers, a fair distribution of refugees and asylum

seekers in the European Union, and compulsory compensation payments from EU governments that refuse European solidarity. (Press

release with link to the paper 12.05.2020)

#GREECE #RELOCATION

The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) will begin supporting the relocation of 1,600 Unaccompanied Minors from Greece to EU+ Member

States. On 12 May 2020, EASO and the Greek Government agreed to an amendment to the Greek Operating Plan which allows for the Agency to

facilitate the relocation of 1,600 UAMs from Greece to participating EU+ Member States in the scheme (Press release EASO 13.05.2020)
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