




Dear friends and supporters,

As 2019 has drawn to a close, we reflect upon our achievements throughout the year. 2019 was 
characterised by new challenges to our aim of ensuring that the human rights of refugees and 
displaced people across Europe are upheld, but also some remarkable instances of breakthrough. 

Within the current context of an increasingly narrow space for civil society addressing the human 
rights of displaced people in Europe, coupled with the criminalisation of solidarity and the growth 
of populist movements, in 2019 we strengthened our position as a key actor in the refugee and 
human rights sector. We played an important role in re-orienting the European policy debate by 
unequivocally making reference to universally adopted human rights, international law and the 
European Union’s and national governments’ existing commitments to fundamental rights for all 
human beings. 

We took the guesswork out of our policy recommendations, by anchoring our national, EU and 
international advocacy and influencing-work in first-hand field research, allowing us to bring more 
than 6,000 voices of refugees and displaced people to the corridors of power. We unequivocally 
called for structural and lasting change rather than the alleviation of symptoms of an unjust and 
inhumane system. 

This report highlights some of our greatest achievements from 2019. Building on these, we are now 
preparing for another impactful year in 2020, when we will be working collaboratively with partners 
to call for positive reforms. This work will be done under two ambitious broad goals: firstly, realising 
humane living conditions in transit points; and secondly, countering the obstruction of access to 
asylum procedures. We feel that 2020 represents an opportune moment to call for meaningful 
change which safeguards the human rights of displaced people, while saving human, material 
and financial resources that are wasted when asylum is handled in an inhumane and inconsistent 
manner. We look forward to spearheading such work across Europe. 

Now, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who made our work possible throughout 
2019. We are incredibly grateful to the Allen Lane Foundation, the Christie Foundation, the Evan 
Cornish Foundation, GlobalGiving, the Lush Foundation, and the Treebeard Trust for supporting our 
work over the past year. Sincerest thanks also to all of our volunteers, researchers, advisors, Trustees, 
partner organisations, supporters and individual donors. And of course, our heartfelt gratitude to the 
6,000 incredibly resilient women, men and children who have taken part in our research over the 
years, making our work possible.  

To all of our supporters, thank you for believing in our work, and we look forward to staying in touch 
in 2020 and continuing working together to uphold the inalienable human rights we all share. 

Sincerely, 

 

Marta Welander

Executive Director  
Marta.Welander@RefugeeRights.org.uk 



As an organisation advocating for refugee rights in Europe, it is important that we make good use of existing 
human rights advocacy avenues and mechanisms at the United Nations level. In 2019, we sent in five detailed 
evidence submissions to various human rights procedures, including the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
ahead of its review of Greece, the Universal Periodic Review of Libya, the UN Committee Against Torture 
ahead of the review of the periodic report of Greece, the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families relating to the use of immigration detention in the United 
Kingdom, and the Committee on Civil and Political Rights (ICPPR) ahead of its review of Belgium.

One of the highlights of our work at the UN level was in July, when we went to Geneva to give evidence to the 
Committee Against Torture on inhuman and degrading treatment for refugees and asylum seekers in Greece, 
representing the first hand experience of 12 NGOs and grassroots organisations working in Greece, and the 
displaced people they support. On behalf of our partners working on the ground, we highlighted the alarming 
ill-treatment of asylum seekers and refugees whilst in immigration detention, police violence, violence against 
women and girls, and the concerning treatment of unaccompanied children. We were pleased to see the 
Committee raise in detail several of the incidences of violence and issues laid out by partners in our report. 

Within the current context of an increasingly narrow space for civil society addressing the human rights 
of refugees and displaced in Europe, RRE strengthened its position as a key actor in the refugee sector. 
Throughout the year, we continued to build our role as a strategic catalyst and advocacy compass among the 
large numbers of smaller organisations in the burgeoning refugee aid sector across Europe. We utilised our 
in-depth knowledge and analytical insight into the intricacies of the refugee situation across Europe, to further 
analyse the potential for change and mobilise partners around carefully co-designed policy and advocacy 
strategies at national and EU levels, with clear and achievable outcomes. 

Fully convinced that civil society is stronger when working together, it has always been a key priority for RRE 
to work collaboratively across the sector, and to pool resources and expertise with partners. Collaboration 
with grassroots groups across Europe has been key to our working model from the outset, and our strategy 
approach in 2019 was an extension and deepening of this mode of working. We made strides in bringing 
human rights allies together and reinforcing the capacity of those who might not otherwise get the 
opportunity to engage with policy institutions, as we continued to call relentlessly for the human rights of 
refugees and displaced people to be upheld in Europe. 

Convinced that the European Union, its member states and the UK are perfectly capable of ensuring a 
response to asylum and migration which upholds the human rights of every person seeking protection in 
Europe, we targeted the heart of EU migration and asylum policy in 2019. 

As such, we had some important breakthrough within our advocacy work at the European Commission level, 
having managed to secure meetings with the unit in charge of the hotspots, during which we raised concrete 
concerns about the current situation and procedures. We also managed to meet with the asylum unit of the 
European Commission, drawing their attention to France’s shortcomings in its implementation of the asylum 
acquis in northern France and Paris. This back-door diplomacy work will continue to be ramped up into 2020 
as we build on our EU advocacy strategy in defence of refugees’ human rights in Europe.  

In October, we organised a large meeting in the European Parliament, with more than 10 MEPs joining us to 
discuss reforms of the European asylum system. Among our ranks, we were delighted to welcome the chair of 
the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) Committee, as well as many civil society partners. Frontline 
partners from the Greek islands and the French-Italian border came and provided updates and evidence 
from the ground, significantly strengthening the meeting. In December, we similarly co-hosted an expert 
roundtable meeting alongside Jackie Jones MEP and Claude Morales MEP on the challenges facing displaced 
women and girls in northern France. It helped to shed light on the needs of a severely overlooked displaced 
group, and garnered support for our call for much-needed action across different sectors. 
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In the context of Europe’s unprecedented national and regional asylum and migration challenges, Refugee 
Rights Europe has, throughout 2019, provided real-time reports to relevant stakeholders through seven new 
research reports. 

As such, we contributed, throughout 2019, to a constructive debate where concrete recommendations 
emerge from our reports based on our own field research, desk research and the evidence and input provided 
by frontline partners. Through these reports, we have continued to inform policy-makers, programme 
implementers, and partners, encouraging positive development in line with the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, in a non-partisan manner. By doing so, we have been able to shed light on specific problems 
and potential solutions within the European refugee response, calling on those in power to steer the situation, 
and to play their part in ensuring that the human rights of all people are safeguarded. We believe that our 
reports can help mobilise the funding, public and policy support needed to bring about change. 

Once you experience the conditions that refugees and displaced people are facing across Europe, you cannot 
ignore them. That is why we invited three Members of European Parliament (MEPs) on field visits across 
Europe, helping to shape their own influence over Europe’s migration and asylum policies. First, human rights 
champion Magid Magid MEP came with us to the French-Italian border and the police station of Menton Pont 
Saint Louis. The overall goal was to witness first-hand the French border push backs, discriminatory arrests and 
arbitrary deprivation of liberty in inhumane conditions in containers behind the police station. His impressions 
are outlined in his Open Letter to President Macron, and he moreover wrote to the interior ministers of France 
and Italy respectively, and is determined to continue pressing for change in this regard.  

Second, we had the pleasure of bringing Damien Carême, the Greens’ Shadow Rapporteur on Reception 
Conditions, to the EU Hotspot on the Greek island of Samos where we witnessed the failure of the EU 
Commission’s so-called Hotspot approach to provide adequate conditions to people staying on the Greek 
islands. Following the visit, Carême submitted a written question for answer to the EU Commission  
addressing the severely delayed asylum procedures and the bottle-neck scenario unfolding in the Hotspots. 
He also demanded an answer on how the Commission plans to remedy the discrepancy between the 
objectives of EU support in the Hotspots, and the outcomes. 

A third MEP visit with Damian Boeselager brought us to the EU Hotspot on Lesvos to examine the state 
of asylum procedures and reception conditions caused by the containment policy there. This visit led Mr 
Boeselager to mobilise more than 100 other MEPs to co-sign a joint letter to the EU Council of Ministers 
describing the human rights violations and complete lack of basic protection and services he had witnessed. 
The letter calls on Europe’s leaders to immediately improve the living conditions and relocate asylum seekers 
to other member states. 

Over the course of 2019, we made a real mark on the media narrative in relation to refugees and displaced 
people in Europe. Our calls to action reached media in a wide range of countries, including Belgium, Greece, 
Ireland, Italy, Russia, the UK, as well as international media outlets. We were featured in opinion pieces and 
academic blog platforms, on the radio and in print media.  

A series of videos created by a French journalist team during our MEP field visit to Samos in November went 
viral, with over a million views. Other media features included coverage in major outlets such as TRT World, 
The Independent, The Guardian and Relief Web. Our human rights centred narrative, disseminated through 
large media outlets, helped to provide a counterweight to the often harmful discourses of ‘migrant illegality’ 
and the dichotomy between so-called ‘deserving refugees’ and ‘undeserving migrants’. 

As a concrete example of the tangible change that our advocacy can generate, we saw a breakthrough in 2019 
in our Youth Welfare Officer campaign in the UK. Following several months of advocacy and campaigning 
work, which gained the backing of more than 70 MPs, charities and individual experts, we managed to bring 
onboard leading service providers to implement a pilot project of the Youth Welfare Officer. 

This marks a real milestone for the project and brings us several steps closer to seeing the first Youth Welfare 
Officers in asylum accommodation by early 2020. The hope is that this pilot can then be scaled up and 
become a nation-wide phenomenon, helping to break down some of the hostile environment policies 
experienced by asylum seekers in the UK, including many young people, women and children. 
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Over the course of 2019, we highlighted  
that the complex situation in northern  
France has a significant root cause in the  
UK’s juxtaposed border arrangements with 
France and Belgium. As a result of these 
agreements, safe and legal routes to seek 
asylum in Britain are next to non-existent. 
This year we developed and called for 
new-thinking and constructive solutions to 
the bottle-neck scenario at the UK-France 
border, in order to improve living conditions 
and reduce the life-threatening risks that 
many individuals there face. 
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“Extremely interested in 
covering this exclusively. 

Great report!”
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR  
AT LEADING UK PAPER

“We’re so glad and 
we know that Refugee 

Rights Europe does the 
work at the tables that 

we don’t get seats at 
[…] and it’s so important 

because on the ground 
it feels like we’re miles 

away from all that.”

PARTNER ORGANISATION IN CALAIS



•   We wrote a joint open letter with Help Refugees and other 
Calais organisations in response to the signing of UK-France 
Joint Action Plan. A copy of the letter was sent to the Home 
Secretary for a response.

•   We submitted evidence through our partners to the Home 
Affairs Committee inquiry into the Channel crossings from 
Calais, as well as our own evidence submitted to the EU Home 
Affairs Subcommittee on future UK-EU cooperation on asylum 
and international protection.
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•   We advocated for an expansion of the role of UK Liaison 
Officers (LO), a role created following the signing of the 
Sandhurst Treaty in January 2018 to support the transfer 
of displaced people under the Dublin Regulation and the 
‘Dubs’ scheme. RRE met with the UK Liaison Officer in Paris 
in the summer, alongside Help Refugees and Refugee Youth 
Service. The LO brought a colleague from the UK Foreign 
Office and both agreed to visit Calais/Dunkirk to see the 
situation first hand. They expressed an interest in working 
with us going forward and have welcomed further reports and 
recommendations. We were moreover able to advise the EU’s 
Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) about the role of the Liaison 
Officer and highlight the importance of continued transfers of 
unaccompanied minors to the UK. 

•   Following a visit to Calais, RRE took concrete action to shine 
a light on the continued rights violations and humanitarian 
crisis occurring in the area. As a result of our media outreach, 
Calais received increased media attention in the weeks to 
follow, including in The Independent, Politics.co.uk and 
Trtworld. We were also able to pitch partners to French radio 
RFI and a number of journalists, including at The Daily Mirror. 

•   Further, RRE were alarmed by the situation for refugees in 
detention in Coquelles, who were on hunger strike to protest 
against their continued detention, and who were reportedly 
returned to unsafe countries. We therefore sent an appeal 
to the French Defender of Human Rights and the General 
Controller of Places of Deprivation of Liberty, asking them  
both to investigate the situation in the detention centre, 
and to take a firm human rights stance vis-a-vis the French 
government. We received a response from Mr Toubon, the 
Defender of Rights, who confirmed that the concerns we  
raised have been addressed in both a report outlining health 
risks for asylum seekers, and in direct communications with  
the Ministry of the Interior.

•   Following submissions made by RRE, and several other aid 
organisations, to the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to 
housing in light of her visit to France in April, we were pleased 
to see the Special Rapporteur speak out strongly in defence 
of the human rights of refugees in Calais in her concluding 
mission statement. 

•   RRE signed an open letter alongside Safe Passage, Help 
Refugees and others calling for urgent action to support 
unaccompanied children in northern France. We called for the 
remaining places under the Dubs scheme to be filled without 
delay, and for the government to ensure committed long-term 
funding to Local Authorities for support of Dubs children. 

•   RRE continued to engage with the cross-border campaign 
group People Not Walls and to advise on strategic advocacy. 

•   We drafted and submitted evidence to the Chief Inspector of 
Borders regarding the human rights impacts of the juxtaposed 
border controls, which can be seen here. 

•   We published a joint press release with partners in northern 
France, in light of another tragic border death in the Channel. 

•   Towards the end of the year, we created a document 
outlining the violations of the EU asylum acquis currently 
occurring in northern France, in particular with regards to access 
to asylum, lack of information and legal assistance and lack of 
adequate protection for minors. Based on this document, we 
secured a meeting with the Asylum Unit at the EU Commission 
and encouraged them to raise our points with the French 
authorities and consider a visit to northern France with RRE  
and partners in the new year.



•   We contributed to the work of leading organisations on  
the issue, most notably being cited in an important Oxfam 
media briefing on the Greek asylum system. We subsequently 
signed a joint letter with Oxfam and other partners on the 
occasion of the 3rd anniversary of the EU-Turkey Statement 
and ran a small social media campaign. 

•   In April, RRE and Greek Helsinki Monitor submitted  
evidence to the Committee of Ministers, Council of Europe, 
on the situation for asylum seekers and refugees in Greece. 

This was submitted ahead of a June meeting in which the 
Committee was due to review the latest communication from 
Greece in regards to its action plan on the M.S.S. and RAHIMI v. 
Greece group of cases.

•   We moreover co-signed an open letter alongside 16 actors 
across civil society and academia, calling for urgent action on 
the unsuitable conditions in places of detention in Greece.
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As part of the EU-Turkey Statement from  
March 2016, the Greek government introduced 
what has become known as the ‘containment 
policy’. This is a geographical restriction whereby 
new arrivals are banned from travelling to 
mainland Greece until their asylum claims 
have been processed. As a result of the 
containment policy, the situation for those 
living on the islands has rapidly deteriorated. 
Conditions in the camps on the island fail to 
meet international humanitarian standards, with 
overcrowding, failing sanitation services and 
a large number of mental and physical health 
problems. RRE worked consistently throughout 
2019 to contribute to meaningful change. 

“Keep up the good work.  
We could not have done our 

work without continued 
support from the civil society 
and organisations like yours.”

OFFICE OF AN MEP

“RRE’s dedication to 
accurate testimony from 

the ground and the respect 
it has shown for volunteer 
NGOs are two rare and much 

needed traits in this civil 
society of NGOs.”

PARTNER ORGANISATION IN GREECE
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•   We had a call with EU Fundamental Rights Agency’s Athens-
based and Vienna-based experts on the Greek Hotspots, both 
of whom conduct regular monitoring visits and work closely 
with national authorities. We were able to brief them on RRE’s 
position and discuss future collaboration on the issue. 

•   In July, we were in Geneva giving evidence to the  
Committee Against Torture on inhuman and degrading 
treatment for refugees and asylum seekers in Greece, 
representing the first hand experience of 12 NGOs and 
grassroots organisations working in Greece as well as the 
displaced people they support. On behalf of our partners 
working on the ground, we highlighted the alarming ill-
treatment of asylum seekers and refugees whilst in immigration 
detention, police violence, violence against women and girls, 
and the concerning treatment of unaccompanied children.  
You can read our submission to the Committee here.

•   We then launched a new report, ‘No end in sight: The 
mistreatment of asylum seekers in Greece’ alongside 12 NGOs, 
civil society and aid organisations. The report paints an alarming 
picture of the human rights violations faced by refugees and 
asylum seekers in Greece, including poor detention conditions, 
police violence, violence against women, the detention of 
unaccompanied children and wholly unsuitable and harmful 
living conditions. The full report is available online here.

•   We also reached out, alongside the World Organisation 
against Torture (OMCT) and Greek Helsinki Monitor, to several 
national level stakeholders in Greece, including the Greek 
Ombudsman and various Ministries, as well as the human  
rights commissioner at the Council of Europe, to share the 
report findings and related UN recommendations. 

•   We subsequently held a meeting with the Head of the EU 
Commission Migration Management Support Unit (in charge 
of EU Hotspots) together with Médecins Sans Frontières and 
Equal Rights Beyond Borders, to push policy and operational 
recommendations regarding the EU Hotspot Approach. We 
then submitted a joint follow up letter.

•   We had the pleasure of bringing Damien Carême, the Greens’ 
Shadow Rapporteur on Reception Conditions, to the EU Hotspot 
on the Greek island of Samos where we witnessed the failure 
of the EU Commission’s so-called Hotspot approach to provide 
adequate conditions to people staying on the Greek islands. 

•   Following the visit, Carême submitted a written question 
for answer to the EU Commission addressing the severely 
delayed asylum procedures and the bottle-neck scenario 
unfolding in the Hotspots, also demanding an answer on how 
the Commission plans to remedy the discrepancy between the 
objectives of EU support in the Hotspots. He moreover used 
his time in the plenary in the EU Parliament to address the lack 
of adequate reception conditions and the rights violations that 
he witnessed in the Samos Hotspot and to address the LIBE 
Committee on the matter. 

•   Damian Boeselager MEP subsequently joined us on a field 
visit to the EU Hotspot on Lesvos to examine the state of 
asylum procedures and reception conditions caused by the 
containment policy there. 

•   This visit led the MEP to mobilise more than 100 other 
MEPs to co-sign a joint letter to the EU Council of Ministers 
describing the human rights violations and complete lack of 
basic protection and services he had witnessed. The letter calls 
on Europe’s leaders to immediately improve the living conditions 
and relocate asylum seekers to other member states. 

•   Following these two visits, RRE started working with MEPs 
on a strategy for a winter emergency relocation push for 
unaccompanied minors living on the Greek hotspot islands, as 
well as overall EU and national level follow up.



The situation at the French-Italian border is problematic in multiple 
respects. Firstly, the living conditions in the bottle-neck of Ventimiglia 
and other towns are wholly inadequate, and are likely to compound 
mental and physical health concerns already rampant among those 
who have faced torture and violence in Libya and at other stages of 
their journey. Secondly, the closure of the border and the violent 
approach of French border police carrying out constant and forceful 
push backs – in the absence of meaningful communication,  
guidance and information – means that individuals take increasingly 
life-threatening journeys via motorway tunnels, train tracks and 
mountain passes. Throughout 2019, we sought to spark international 
calls to action for a different reality. 

“I know that visits you have organised for 
[…] MEPs have led to the issues which are 

witnessed being more frequently raised at 
the Civil Liberties meetings in the Parliament 

so I understand the value of them.” 

12  |  Refugee Rights europe  |  The french-italian border   |   ANNUAL REPORT 2019

POLITICAL ADVISOR IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 



•   In February, we visited Ventimiglia to meet with partner 
organisations and discuss opportunities to conduct strategic 
advocacy to make a concrete change to the lives of displaced 
people in the area. 

•   As part of Italy’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR), a process 
which involves the review of UN members states’ human 
rights records, RRE submitted a set of concrete policy 
recommendations via our Italian partners, on the need to 
urgently improve conditions at the French-Italian border and 
end the illegal push backs of unaccompanied minors. 

•   We also produced a briefing on the push backs of 
unaccompanied minors at the French-Italian border and 
held meetings with partners to discuss next steps, whilst also 
writing to the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of 
Migrants calling for him to urgently investigate the deprivation 
of liberty occurring at the French-Italian border. We called on 
the Special Rapporteur to visit the place of detention at the 
border and to take action to ensure that conditions are swiftly 
improved in the border area.
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•   We also held a call with UNHCR about the situation on 
the French-Italian border to encourage further action from 
stakeholders with leverage to influence change.

•   We drafted and submitted communications regarding the 
situation at the French-Italian border to the Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Council of Europe 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and secured a meeting in 
Brussels with the EU Commission Children’s Rights Coordinator 
Valeria Setti, as well as Tineke Strik MEP (co-chair Committee 
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs).

•   In autumn, we facilitated a visit by Magid Magid MEP to 
the French-Italian border as part of our ongoing advocacy 
work highlighting the human rights violations occurring at 
the border and calling for change at the national, European 
and international level. Magid was able to gain access to the 
police station in Menton, despite first being denied, but was 

unable to view the containers where people are detained. Magid 
also visited the breakfast distribution run by Kesha Niya food 
distribution organisation, and the Red Cross camp. He also met 
with the majority of NGOs working on the border, and had a 
long conversation with Delia (the owner of a refugee friendly 
cafe) and several refugees about their experiences in Italy. 

•   Following the visit by RRE and Magid Magid MEP to the 
French-Italian border, Magid wrote a powerful open letter to 
President Macron published in the EU Observer and in French 
on Mediapart, as well as letters to the French Interior Minister 
and Italian Interior Minister following his experiences at the 
border and the unlawful detention and violent push backs. 

•   When the EU Commissioner for Home Affairs, Ylva  
Johansson, presented her programme to the LIBE Committee in 
the European Parliament, Magid took the opportunity to speak 
about his visit to the French-Italian border, addressing violent 
push backs, deprivation of liberty, lack of access to asylum 
and the failure to provide adequate child protection. He asked 
Johansson what steps the Commission will take to remedy 
fundamental rights violations at the EU’s internal and external 
borders and to ensure independent monitoring thereof.

•   We have moreover drafted a joint submission to the Human 
Rights Council. This has been sent to partners for feedback and 
additional legal cases and we look forward to taking further 
steps on this in the new year. 



•   In 2019, we worked effectively to bring the issue of  
asylum accommodation standards to national and 
international stakeholders, clearly outlining what seems to  
be working well, what isn’t, and what needs to change. To  
this end, we co-authored and submitted a shadow report 
to the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW), in relation to the UK government’s 
attainment of the CEDAW Convention, alongside five civil 
society partners working directly on the frontline with  
asylum seeking women in northern England. 

•   We then turned the CEDAW report into something more 
‘accessible’ for the wider public and media, and hence launched 
the report ‘Seeking Asylum: Women’s Experiences of Home 
Office Decision-Making Procedures, Destitution and Mental 
Health Issues’ with five partners. 
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We know that many vulnerable groups of 
people who have endured unimaginable 
experiences, including torture, extortion and 
sexual violence in Libya, often compounded 
by further abuse along the European 
migration journey, eventually end up in 
the UK where they lodge their asylum 
application. Once they arrive, asylum seekers 
are often left isolated, and are subject to 

“I absolutely love the work 
you produce at Refugee 

Rights Europe. I’m always 
reading and referring to it!” 

“[The Youth Welfare Officer 
campaign] is a brilliant 
initiative and of course  
we’re a 100% behind it.” 

FRONT-LINE CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING 
WITH YOUNG ASYLUM SEEKERS 

LAW CENTRE IN THE UK 

discrimination and mistreatment as they  
seek to navigate often complex systems. 
Asylum accommodation standards are very 
poor, and young people in particular struggle 
to access the support they so desperately 
need. Our work in 2019 aimed to counter  
the hostile environment facing these 
vulnerable groups, to bring about meaningful 
and much-needed change. 
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•   We moreover submitted a document to a law firm in  
August in response to their call for NGOs to provide 
statements in relation to the so-called 28-day period.  
The document was based on a combination of desk research 
and interviews conducted by RRE, with contributions from 
three partner organisations supporting refugees and asylum 
seekers in London and Birmingham. We also conducted 
a small research project on asylum seekers’ own views of 
UK asylum accommodation which has helped inform our 
advocacy work further. 

•   In 2019, we made great strides towards our goal of seeing 
Youth Welfare Officers in asylum accommodation. During 
the initial launch of the campaign, we handed in an open 
letter to the Home Secretary signed by 38 cross-party 
MPs, 31 NGOs, civil society organisations and experts, 
calling for Youth Welfare Officers to be placed in asylum 
accommodation in the UK. Helen Hayes MP supported our 
Early Day Motion (EDM), which was signed by over 45 MPs. 
Helen Hayes MP additionally presented our Youth Welfare 
Officer proposal in oral Home Office questions in Parliament, 
raising our proposal directly with the Immigration Minister. 

•   Following from this successful launch, we built further 
momentum on the campaign by holding an event in 
Parliament. We invited partners and several experts by 
experience to speak at the event, which was well attended 
by a range of stakeholders including cross-party MPs, civil 
society and independent public bodies. We invited MPs 
and civil society to sign a pledge to support young asylum 
seekers. Concurrently, we ran a public facing campaign in 
order to further galvanise the general public behind our  
calls. We urged our supporters to tweet at their MPs to 
support our proposal and then to sign a pledge to support 
young asylum seekers. In addition, we produced several  
blogs on external platforms and our own website on the 
need for Youth Welfare Officers, raising the voices of our 
grassroots partners and experts by experience. 

•   We reached a key milestone for the Youth Welfare 
Officer advocacy campaign towards the end of the year.  
As a result of our work, leading service providers are keen to 
run a pilot scheme in the new year, directly taken from our 
policy proposal. We believe this has the potential of being 
the first step to systemic change, breaking down parts of 
the UK’s hostile environment.

•   In 2019, RRE solidified itself as a credible actor calling for 
an end to immigration detention, and provided support and 
expertise to civil society efforts. We were invited by Liberty 
to join the coalition seeking to place an amendment on 
the Immigration Bill to introduce a 28-day time limit. RRE’s 
Advocacy & Policy Manager supported the coalition with 
outreach to MPs. Following RRE’s successful interventions  
with MPs, Conservative party MP Jeremy Lefroywas one of  
the final 80 MPs to sign the amendment.

•   Our aforementioned well-received report, ‘Seeking Asylum’, 
also highlighted the lived experience of asylum-seeking women 
in the immigration system, including their fears, and experience 
of, immigration detention. We contacted MPs following the 
publication of the report, in light of ongoing scrutiny of the 
Domestic Abuse Bill in Parliament and the particular risks faced 
by asylum seeking women facing immigration detention. 

•   Following the publication of the inquiry carried out by the 
Home Affairs Select Committee on the use of immigration 
detention in the UK, RRE signed a joint letter to the Home 
Secretary alongside Baobab Women’s Project, the Meena 
Centre and other civil society organisations in northern 
England, calling on the government to urgently end the use 
of indefinite detention. The damning report acknowledged 
our concerns and criticised the government’s approach to 
immigration detention as being ‘shockingly cavalier’ and 
highlighted numerous failings in the protection of vulnerable 
displaced people in the UK. We received a hand-signed 
response from the Immigration Minister. RRE was concerned 
by several points raised by the Minister and wrote a further 
response to address these concerns and sustain the pressure 
on the government to end indefinite detention. 
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